Mastering spelling is an art. Reading and lots of it is the only fool proof way of
strengthening spellings. There are many rules to help learn spelling but most of
them come with exceptions. As such there are no hard and fast rules. I have tried
to compile a few common rules to help our young learners get better at spelling.
1) The letter ‘q’ is always followed by the letter ‘u’. Here ‘u’ is not considered
to be a vowel.
2) The letter ‘s’ never follows the letter ‘x’ e.g. box becomes ‘boxes’ not ‘boxs’.
3) The word ‘all’ has the letter ‘l’ coming twice in it. When used as a prefix, the
letter ‘l’ is written only once e.g. also, almost, and altogether.
4) The words ‘till’ and ‘full’ when added to another syllable are written with one ‘l’
e.g. until, fulfill.
5) If letter ‘c’ is followed by vowels ‘ e’, ‘I’ or ‘y’ the sound usually changes to ‘s’
like ice, race, circle cycle
6) After the letter ‘g’ an ‘e’, ’i’ or ‘y’ usually changes the sound to ‘j’ e.g. gently,
giant, gym .

Points to remember –


The letter ‘y’ is sometimes called a vowel because it makes a vowel
sound when it appears at the end of a word e.g. fairy, jolly. When it is at
the beginning of a word e.g. yak, yarn, then it makes a consonant sound.



The letter ‘w’ is also sometimes referred to as a semi vowel as it makes a vowel
sound when it appears at the end of a word e.g. bow, sow. When it is at the beginning of a word (e.g. was and well), then it makes a consonant sound.

7) Rulefor‘oi’and‘oy’ – we use ‘oi’ in the middle of a word and use ‘oy’ at the end
of a word e.g. boil, foil, boy, toy.
8) Rulefor‘ou’and‘ow’ - we use ‘ou’ in the middle of a word and use ‘ow’ at the
end of a word. e.g. mouse, house borrow, throw, found, mount.

Exception - ‘ow’ comes in the middle of a word which ends with the
g.

letter ‘n’.

brown, frown, drown
9) When a word has 2 vowels together the rule is - ‘When 2 vowels go
walking, the first one does the talking’ (the sound is the same as the sound of
the first letter) and the second vowel is silent e.g. meal, lie, goat.

10) Rule - ‘i’ before ‘e’, except after ‘c’
e.g. achieve, chief, patient, priest,

and thief.

The opposite happens in words with the letter ‘c’, here ‘e’ comes before ‘i’
e.g. receive, deceit, ceiling, conceit.

Exception – ‘e’ comes before ‘i’ in words that rhyme with ‘may’ e.g. weigh,
neighbour, beige, vein.

Other exceptions – Leisure, seize, other, neither, foreign, efficient, caffeine.

